Florence Copper
NEWSLETTER
We Got It!

Are you getting your daily
serving of COPPER?

Winter 2015

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Issues a Draft Underground Injection
Control Permit to Florence Copper Inc., and More Good News for the Project
Happy New Year! 2015 looks to
be very positive for the Florence
Copper project, and we’re proud
to share our recent good news.
Although the permitting phase for
an in-situ copper recovery facility is
a long, multi-year process, several
events have occurred recently that
put Florence Copper a bit closer
to opening our Production Test
Facility (PTF). Florence Copper has
always been committed to bringing
high-paying jobs to Florence using
environmentally responsible and
safe technology. We appreciate
your time as you read our
important updates that positively
affect the community.

In This Issue:
••EPA Draft UIC Permit
••State Land Lease
Renewal
••“Myths” & the Facts
••Scholarship Winners –
Where are they now?
••Local Events

On Dec. 5, 2014, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) issued a draft Underground Injection Control (UIC) permit
to Florence Copper. Once granted, the permit will regulate the
construction and operation of the four injection wells and nine
recovery wells that will operate on site during the two-year PTF. This
is an important milestone that moves Florence Copper closer toward
creating high-paying jobs and much needed revenue for the region.

Please attend the EPA’s Open House to learn more about the permit.
The Florence Copper staff and the EPA will be there to answer all
your questions and explain the mining process.

Date: January 22, 2015
Time: 4 PM to 6 PM
Location: Florence High School
1000 S. Main Street, Florence (in the gymnasium)

The EPA Public Hearing will follow the Open House 7-10 PM.

Our PTF will operate on 160 acres
of Arizona State Trust Land, and
we’re pleased to announce that the
Arizona State Land Department has
renewed Florence Copper’s mineral
lease for an additional 20 years.
The lease allows the company to
extract and process copper on this
land. Revenue growth, added local
jobs, and personal income gains
from the Florence Copper project
benefit everyone. Considering the
Town’s lack of private industry,
copper production is the catalyst
that can help advance the Town
of Florence and Pinal County
into a position of real economic
gain and position the region for
future growth. It is clear that the
project represents a significant
opportunity and benefit for the
Town of Florence, Pinal County, and
the State of Arizona.
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As you may know, this permit represents just one of several
regulatory reviews the project has undergone over the past four
years to ensure that local groundwater supplies are fully protected.
The UIC permit is now in the public comment phase, which includes
an Open House and Public Hearing on Jan. 22, hosted by the EPA. In
addition, our Aquifer Protection Permit is undergoing modifications
by the ADEQ. We anticipate that the amended permit will also
be available for public review this spring. Once these permits are
finalized, we will begin the final planning stages for the test facility.
We are confident the test phase will demonstrate that the science
and engineering are sound, and the protection of groundwater will
be assured, just as was proven during a previous test at the site.

Florence Copper Inc.
1575 W. Hunt Highway
Florence, AZ 85132

USEPA Draft Permit

www.florencecopper.com

Florence Copper News

“Myths” & the Facts

Educating residents about the facts of the Florence Copper project is our priority. Here are a few common myths about the project, and
the truth about what will happen during the Production Test Facility.
Myth about the
Florence Copper Project

The Truth

“Florence Copper lost its State
permit and now they are ‘back to
square one.’”

The State permit has been sent back to ADEQ for additional review and a few modifications based
on the recommendations of the Water Quality Appeals Board. Once ADEQ has completed those
modifications, a public comment period will be limited to the changes made by the agency. The rest of
the permit remains in good standing.

“No one knew this project was
in Florence when we bought our
homes in Anthem.”

The existence of the ore body has been known since 1960 and that fact has been disclosed in public
reports.

“The in-situ mining process
proposed by Florence Copper has
not been done before. We would
be guinea pigs.”

In-situ copper recovery has been done before and is currently used right here in Arizona, specifically
the Miami East Mine and in the past at the San Manuel Mine. However, this process has also already
been proven to be environmentally responsible right here at the Florence Copper site. In 1997-98,
BHP conducted an in-situ copper recovery test very similar to what Florence Copper plans to do in the
near future. The groundwater has been monitored continuously ever since, and there has been no
impact to drinking water aquifers. Florence Copper is working steadily through the permitting process
to be the first project to exclusively use 100% in-situ copper recovery technology in full commercial
operations, and we are very proud of this fact. In-situ technology is one of the most environmentally
responsible ways to recover the mineral.

“This project will increase the
number of trucks on Hunt Highway
and create dangerous traffic.”

Hunt Highway traffic resulting from the project will be relatively modest and within normal traffic
patterns currently seen.

“Florence Copper is proposing a
fracking project that will inject
acid directly into the local drinking
water supply.”

Florence Copper is NOT a fracking project, and it will NOT put acid into any drinking water. The in-situ
recovery process occurs from 400 to 1200 feet below ground in a bedrock layer beneath any current
drinking water supplies and is confined to that bedrock layer. The bedrock beneath the property is
naturally fractured making it ideal for in-situ copper recovery without the use of force. The in-situ
process uses a mild mixture of 99.5% water and 0.5% sulfuric acid to slowly dissolve copper in the
bedrock. At the same time this solution is being introduced into the ore body, it is also being pulled
through the ore and extracted through recovery wells. More solution is pumped out than is pumped in,
and the deposit is flushed with water after the copper extraction is complete, so none of the solution is
left behind. The water just outside the project area is continually monitored to ensure that no solution
moves beyond the area. It is one of the most environmentally responsible ways to recover copper from
this kind of deposit.

“Florence Copper says they will
bring jobs to Florence, but we
don’t see them. They won’t really
bring jobs to Florence!”

We are very grateful to our supporters who have been so patient during the legal challenges raised by
a few entities. The permitting process has been long, but Florence Copper has always been in it for
the long haul. The government agencies that regulate projects such as Florence Copper’s including
the ADEQ and the EPA have determined that this project will not harm local drinking water and will
operate in a safe manner. Once our final permits for the PTF are in hand, about 30 new local jobs will
be created on-site. During full production, which will follow the PTF and last approximately 25 years,
we expect to bring about 170 direct high-paying jobs to the site, plus we will contract with drilling
companies who will provide at least an additional 70 jobs on-site. Additionally, we will contract
with construction companies and vendors that will bring more high-paying jobs to Florence and the
surrounding communities. The jobs will come, but we first need your support to reach that goal.

Copper Facts
Besides being the critical metal needed for our homes and cars, copper is also an essential nutrient
needed in our diets. In fact, copper deficiency is akin to iron deficiency in humans. Wheat, lobster,
nuts and avocados are all food sources rich in copper. Bon appétit!

Show of
Support

HOW YOU CAN

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT
FOR FLORENCE COPPER

We love our supporters! At Florence
Copper, we have hundreds of written cards
expressing support of the project, and
we’ve conducted polling that shows the
majority of the residents of Florence and the
surrounding communities want to see this
environmentally responsible in-situ copper
recovery operation move forward and bring
economic benefit and value to Pinal County.

Take a Tour!
We want our supporters to fully understand
the project, and the best way to get informed
is on a tour of the facilities. Contact our oﬃce
at 520-374-3984 to reserve your spot.

“I think [the project] will boost the economy for Florence.”
– Mel from Florence

“What a clever and clean way to obtain copper. The jobs will boost
this area’s revenue and housing market.”
– David from Florence

“Florence Copper is good for the community, the local economy,
and will provide jobs. It is foolish not to allow it to move forward.”
– Jacqueline from Florence

Getting Technical
Proving the Science Is Sound Once More: The PTF
If you follow Florence Copper closely, you will hear us mention the PTF
often. That stands for Production Test Facility, and our current EPA
draft permit is for the PTF. The Production Test Facility or “PTF” is a
small-scale, short-term demonstration of the in-situ copper recovery
process (ISCR) that will take place on State Land. Its purpose is to
show the ADEQ and the EPA that the project can meet or exceed all
applicable regulatory and environmental standards and requirements.
The PTF will accomplish the following:
•• Demonstrate the safety and reliability of the ISCR process and
evaluate design improvements to ensure full compliance with
permit conditions regulated and enforced by the ADEQ and the EPA.
•• Validate and enhance best water management practices and new
treatment technologies for full-scale operations.
The PTF will incorporate a small well field and a state-of-the-art
solution extraction/electrowinning (SX/EW) processing facility to
produce up to 99.999% pure copper cathode sheets.
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Visit our supporter page on our website:
http://www.ﬂorencecopper.com/s/Advocacy.asp. We update that page frequently with
suggestions for supporters.

Attend EPA Open House
Attend the EPA Open House and Public Hearing
on Jan. 22. Whether you plan to be a vocal
supporter or just want more information about
the project and its UIC permit, we encourage
you to attend on Jan. 22 at the Florence High
School gymnasium. The Open House starts at
4 PM and the Public Hearing starts at 7 PM.
Please call our oﬃces for more information:
520-374-3984.

Local
Events
San Tan Valley Chamber of
Commerce Golf Classic
The San Tan Valley Chamber
of Commerce is hosting its 3rd
annual Golf Classic at Encanterra
Country Club on May 4, 2015.
The day features keynote speaker Sheriff Paul Babeu, and there are
many opportunities to win prizes. $100/player or $400/team. Visit
www.santanvalleychambergolf.com to register to play or to sponsor
this event that benefits the San Tan Valley Chamber.

Cookin’ N Corks at the Florence Windmill Winery

Recovery of Copper-bearing Solution
Injection of Recovery Solution
Surface

Visit Our Website
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There’s a NEW Cookin’ N Corks menu for the winter
season! Every Thursday from 5 pm to 9 pm, Chef Ed
Farmer of Kiss the Chef Catering prepares delicious
cuisine at the The Windmill Winery in Florence – and
it’s been a popular event! Of course, The Windmill
Winery’s signature wines are served as well. Chef
Ed is so proud to be in Florence and partnering with
The Windmill Winery for this and other great events,
he says. No reservations are required, but visit
www.thewindmillwinery.com for more details. The
Windmill Winery of Florence is located at 1140 W.
Butte Ave., Florence.

In the
Spotlight

Who Is Taseko ?
Recently, the Florence Copper project was added to the Taseko Mines
portfolio. Last November, Taseko Mines acquired Curis Resources
Ltd., the former owners of Florence Copper Inc. This is great news
for the project! Taseko is a mining company headquartered in
Vancouver, British Columbia whose expertise is in mine development
and operation – primarily copper. They own and operate the Gibraltar
Mine, the fourth largest copper mine in North America. Taseko has
been recognized for its commitment to environmental protection,
and they aim to ensure the Florence Copper project is developed and
operated over the long term with the same level of commitment to
environmental integrity as they have brought to the Gibraltar Mine.
Florence Copper is proud to be part of the Taseko team!
Do you know a local resident who
deserves to be in the spotlight?
Email us at info@florencecopper.com
and tell us more.

Gibraltar Mine, British Columbia, Canada

Giving
Back
Where is She Now?
Mehgan Kuebler, Florence High School
Class of 2012 graduate, was one of the
original recipients of the Florence Copper
Creating Opportunities Scholarship
program that provided her with funding
for four years of college as well as an
Meghan Kuebler
Florence Copper’s Creating
iPad for her studies. Now at Arizona State
Opportunities Scholarship
University, Meghan is a junior studying
Winner from 2012
simultaneously for her Bachelor of Arts
and Masters of Mass Communications through the Walter Cronkite
School of Journalism. She hopes one day to land her dream job
working for the Boston Red Sox in media or event coordinating.
“The Florence Copper Creating Opportunities Scholarship made it
possible for me to work on my Masters and get both degrees in four
years’ time,” said Meghan.
While Meghan is proud of her accomplishments and is enjoying her
time at ASU, she says she loved the small town feel and sense of
community growing up in Florence, and if back for a day would be sure
to stop by A & M Pizza for a slice.
Students attending high school in the Florence Unified School District
are encouraged to inquire with their guidance counselors about
applying for future scholarships from Florence Copper.

The Florence Copper project will proudly be the
first 100% in-situ copper recovery facility. Though this
is a tried-and-true technology currently used in Arizona
and around the world, the global mining community will
be watching as Florence, Arizona is the first to use only in-situ
recovery for its operations.

“Second Life” of the Florence
Copper property
In-situ Copper Recovery (ISCR)
leaves a very small environmental
footprint – Florence Copper can
host a variety of other activities on
the site both during and after the
completion of ISCR operations. Let’s
start the conversation!

Your
Feedback

Our Foundation has completed
COMMUNITY its latest grant cycle, and the
FOUNDATION
new recipients were announced
at a recent Supporter Appreciation event. Visit www.
florencecoppercommunityfoundation.org to read about the
latest winners or to find out more about how to apply for a grant.

We take your questions and
ideas very seriously. Call us if
you have a question for our
staff, would like to sign up for
our email newsletter, or would
like to schedule a tour of our
facilities. Civic, social, and
church groups are welcome on
tours!

Recently, the Florence Reminder & Blade did a nice article about
one of our past grant recipients, the Future Forward Foundation.
This group is planting more than 300 Desert Willow trees in
downtown Florence for a project they call “Reforest Florence.”
More information is available on their website:
www.futureforwardfoundation.com.

Winter Survey: How do you
prefer to get information about
the Florence Copper project?
Emails, newsletters, websites,
or articles in the local paper?
Let us know!

Florence Copper

CONTACT INFO
Community Office
130 N. Main Street
Florence, AZ 85132
Phone: (520) 868-8060
Site Office
1575 West Hunt Highway
Florence, AZ 85132
Phone: (520) 374-3984
info@florencecopper.com
www.florencecopper.com

