
We’re looking forward being part of the Jr. 
Parada tradition this year.  Come see the 
parade on Nov. 29th that celebrates the 
“Cowboy Cradle of the Great Southwest.”
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In This Issue:

In the 21st Century, we want jobs 
that are close to home. We want 
prosperity and growth in our local 
communities. We want industry 
that is environmentally safe and 
innovative. And we want our modern 
technologies that allow us the 
freedom to access information and 
get where we want to be quickly.

Florence Copper represents that 
opportunity. A study released by 
Arizona State University predicts 
that the project will create an 
average of 480 jobs annually for 
Pinal County. Many of the jobs the 
project creates will be for the SX/
EW facility and will not require a 
college degree. In fact, Florence 
Copper will establish a training 
program for these careers. Our local 
hiring policy means that we will 
recruit employees from Florence 
and Pinal County. The average 
wage in the copper industry is over 
$78,000 per year, meaning that 

the jobs will be head-of-household 
wages right here in Florence.

As the Florence Copper project 
contributes to economic growth, 
new businesses in retail, health 
care, transportation, and other 
industries will also be established 
in our communities. This means 
the restaurants and shops we are 
all waiting for will finally arrive, 
and they will continue to support 
employment even after the 
project ends. 

Although folks refer to the project 
as the “Florence Copper Mine,” it 
really isn’t a mine. Florence Copper 
is bringing innovative, proven 
technology to Pinal County called 
in-situ recovery. While Florence 
Copper is proud to be part of the 
mining community, it actually will 
be a copper recovery facility. 

In-situ is an environmentally safe 
way to recover copper, a metal 
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Jobs for the 21st Century in Florence
Florence Copper Could Bring the Jobs and Economic Boost We Need in Pinal County

that is needed for our everyday, 
modern lifestyles. This is a “21st 
Century Copper Mine” that will use 
a method tested and improved by 
the mining industry for decades. 
Florence Copper will be the first 
to use this process exclusively to 
recover the mineral, and mining 
experts from around the globe 
will watch as Florence Copper sets 
the stage with this cutting-edge 
opportunity for Pinal County.

Copper powers our communications, 
our computers, our homes. Copper 
powers the modern American 
dream. Turn on your faucet – thank 
you, copper.  Get on the internet – 
thank you, copper. Drive your car 
– thank you, copper!  

Florence, Arizona will soon be seen 
as a technological hub with copper 
as its backbone. 

Watch the Video at http://youtu.be/H-O8WJudhW8 to learn how Florence Copper’s in-situ process works.

Tour the Facility Those curious to see how the process works can meet the engineers and project leaders by 
scheduling a tour. Schedule online at www.florencecopper.com/s/SiteTours.asp. 

Florence Copper Supports the Community Now The Florence Copper Community Foundation recently 
announced its second round of giving to the community. The Foundation was founded to make valuable 
contributions to the Town of Florence and greater Pinal County through charitable donations, community 
project support and sponsorships. Further information about the Foundation can be found at www.
florencecoppercommunityfoundation.org. 

Support Florence Copper  Learn more about how you can support Florence Copper in its efforts to bring this 
opportunity to the area at http://www.florencecopper.com/s/advocacy.asp.

Originally published in the Pinal County Nugget, 
October 2014.

The Florence Copper staff is ready for a 21st Century Copper Mine!



Florence Copper News

Myth about the
Florence Copper Project The Truth

“The Florence Copper mine will 
affect your drinking water.”

Although Florence Copper is proud to be part of the Arizona copper mining community, an industry 
that has long been a strong part of the Arizona economy, the project is not a mine in the traditional 
sense.  There are no open pits, no waste piles, and no tailings dams. During the Production Test 
Facility, the property will simply include a series of injection and recovery wells that stand about 5 feet 
out of the ground, a gymnasium-sized building for the SX/EW plant, and an impoundment pond. 

The approval of Florence Copper to conduct in-situ copper recovery will not affect your drinking water 
supply.  The solution used in the process will be injected only in the bedrock zone that is NOT used for 
drinking water purposes.  In-situ copper recovery operations are designed so that there are multiple 
and redundant engineered barriers and controls (as well as ongoing monitoring) to ensure that water 
quality in groundwater zones used for drinking water are not affected.  

“The Town of Florence and its 
taxpayers would be financially 
responsible for the clean-up of any 
environmental accidents by Florence 
Copper.”

First and foremost, Florence Copper will operate in a safe and environmentally responsible manner. 
In the unlikely event that there is an environmental accident, the responsibility for clean-up does not 
fall on the shoulders of the Town or its taxpayers.  Florence Copper’s financial assets, and the multi-
million surety bond it has posted with state and federal agencies, will be used to pay for any clean-up 
of the site. 

“The Aquifer Protection Permit allows 
Florence Copper to leave behind 
arsenic and other contaminates at 
concentrations exceeding drinking 
water standards. Nitrates were not 
even given a permit limit.”

Arsenic is a naturally occurring element in local groundwater supplies and has nothing to do with 
Florence Copper’s in-situ copper recovery activities. Many of the nitrates in the groundwater in the 
Florence area are caused by agricultural activities. All that is anticipated by the Florence Copper in-situ 
copper recovery activities is an increase in sulfate levels (essentially salt), and then only in the bedrock 
unit of the aquifer being mined. State law requires Florence Copper to restore the aquifer to meet 
state and federal water quality standards prior to closing the facility.

“The Town of Florence has seized 
Florence Copper’s property through 
its power of eminent domain.”

Eminent Domain is a limited power granted to local governments in Arizona that allows the 
condemnation and purchase of private property for certain prescribed public uses. On March 8, 2013 
the Florence Town Council passed Ordinance 592-13 to acquire 1,182 acres of Florence Copper’s 
private property to prevent Florence Copper from exercising its right to operate an in-situ copper 
recovery facility. The Town’s eminent domain action does not affect the proposed Production Test 
Facility because it will be operated on State Trust Land held by Florence Copper pursuant to a 20-year 
Mineral Lease. 

“Florence Copper is using cutting-
edge technology that has never 
been used before.”

In-situ copper recovery has been studied and used in Arizona and around the globe for decades. 
Florence Copper Inc. consulted with the world’s best and most experienced advisors to develop its 
Florence Copper project and work closely with Florence Copper’s Arizona-based staff.

“Myths” & the Facts
Educating residents about the facts of the Florence Copper project is our priority. Here are a few common myths about the project, and 
the truth about what will happen during both the Production Test Facility and full production. 

The construction industry 
depends on COPPER!

 ́ Electrical wiring 

 ́ Paint

 ́ Metal Roofing

 ́ Copper Plumbing

Thank you, COPPER!

796 JOBS
TO ARIZONA

480 JOBS
WILL STAY IN PINAL 
COUNTY

DID YOU KNOW?
THE FLORENCE 
COPPER PROJECT IS 
PROJECTED TO BRING

Copper Facts



Dave Copeland, P.Eng.
President & CEO of      
Curis Resources Ltd.

Local 
Events

A Message from the President
Commitment to Sustainability of Environment and Community

Getting Technical
What is an SX/EW plant?
As part of the Production Test Facility, Florence Copper will construct a 
Solvent Extraction/Electrowinning (SX/EW) plant that will manufacture 
up to 99.999% pure copper cathode. SX/EW technology was initially 
developed in Miami, Arizona, approximately 45 miles northeast of 
Florence, and several SX/EW facilities are scattered throughout Arizona 
today. Once copper laden solution, also known as pregnant leach 
solution (PLS) is recovered from wells on the Florence Copper property, 
it goes for processing at the SX/EW plant.  First, the PLS flows into 
holding ponds. Then, the PLS goes through a solvent extraction process, 
and an organic substance is added to it. The copper is chemically 
attracted to the organic and clings to it until it floats on top of the PLS. 
(Think: Oil and water don’t mix.) This organic now has most of the 
copper, and it is collected and sent to be stripped of its copper to make 
a solution used in the electrowinning process.  In the electrowinning 
process, electric current is 
used to plate out the copper 
into copper cathodes. (Similar 
to chrome electroplating on 
a bumper.) All water used 
through this process is treated 
and recycled back into the 
extraction process. Most 
of the direct jobs on site at 
Florence Copper will be at the 
SX/EW facility. 

The Florence Copper project has 
always been and will continue 
to strive for the highest levels of 
environmental protection.

As part of the rigorous 
environmental process that 
requires the company to obtain 19 
permits and authorizations from 
federal, state and local agencies, 
we recently received non-binding 
recommendations from an Arizona 
administrative law judge on one of 
these permits.

The recommendations included 
conclusions by the judge that our 
production test facility on Arizona 
State Trust Land will not have any 
impact on the drinking water wells, 
nor will it impact the wells owned 
and operated by the private local 
water company, which operates 
northwest of the project.

This finding paves the way for 
the company to finalize our State 
Aquifer Protection Permit and 
our other necessary permits 
to begin the test phase of the 
project. Once the recommended 
modifications to our Aquifer 
Protection Permit are reviewed and 
the final deliberations of the Water 
Quality Appeals Board adopted, 
and we receive the anticipated 
Underground Injection Control 
permit from the US Environmental 
Protection Agency, the Florence 
Copper project will move forward 
with a small-scale, two-year test 
phase to publicly demonstrate the 
safety and viability of the copper 
recovery process.

During the test phase, we are 
committed to an open and 
transparent process that develops 
community confidence in our 

2014 Florence Jr. Parada
On Nov. 29th and 30th, residents 
of the Town of Florence will 
celebrate the 82nd annual 
Jr. Parada, the oldest junior rodeo in the nation!  Promoted by the 
Pinal County Mounted Posse and the Town of Florence, this tradition 
includes events such as chute dogging, goat tying, barrel racing and 
bull riding that all take place at the Charles Whitlow Rodeo Arena in 
Florence.  Florence Copper is proud to be a sponsor of this event each 
year and participate in the parade. This year’s theme is Celebrating the 
Cowboy Cradle of the Great Southwest, and the parade starts at 10 am 
on Nov. 29th. Please come out and cheer on the floats that honor the 
traditions of Historic Florence. More information is available by visiting 
www.florencejrparadarodeo.com.

1st Annual Home & Garden Show in Florence
Mark your calendars now for the first 
Florence Home & Garden Show on 
Sat., Nov. 15th from 9 am to 2 pm at the 
Little League Baseball Field in Florence. 
Vendor booths will showcase everything 
you need to make your Florence or Pinal 

County home or backyard as beautiful as you envision. Contact the 
Greater Florence Chamber of Commerce at (520) 868-9433 for details.

methods of extraction and 
demonstrates the highest level 
of commitment to protecting the 
water resources in our project area.

In September, copper producer 
Taseko Mines Limited made a 
bid to acquire the company. 
Taseko’s interest in the company 
demonstrates great confidence in 
the success of the project, and they 
have the financial wherewithal to 
take the project to production.

Arizona has been the nation’s 
largest producer of copper 
since before statehood – tens 
of thousands of high-wage jobs 
have been created because 
of the financial opportunities 
generated by the mining industry. 
The Florence Copper project 
offers a prime opportunity to 
stimulate the local economy using 
environmentally responsible, 21st 
Century technology.

Once in full production, the 
Florence Copper project will create 
170 full-time jobs and involve 
80 contracting positions in Pinal 
County, generating nearly 800 
jobs statewide. The approximate 

$835 million 
in capital 
investment 
will result in 
over $468 
million in new 
state revenues 
from taxes and royalties, of which 
more than $100 million will be in 
local property taxes to help Pinal 
County schools, police and fire 
departments.

We invite everyone to take a tour 
of the site and learn about our 
project by contacting us at www.
florencecopper.com. Over 700 
people have taken the tour and 
many have joined our team as 
supporters of the project. Please 
sign up for a tour today and see for 
yourself the new technology that 
will help create high-wage jobs 
and economic opportunity again in 
northern Pinal County.

Read the Op-Ed as originally published in 
the Florence Reminder & Blade:  http://
www.trivalleycentral.com/opinion/
letters_to_editor/letter-to-the-editor-
copeland/article_9f1d2828-54b3-11e4-
b603-1bb37d348e11.html

Homecoming 
Game and Parade 
Florence Copper’s community 
office had a great view of 
the Florence Homecoming 
Parade! Congratulations to 
the Florence High School 
Gophers who beat Bisbee 33 
to 8 on Oct. 17th!



Dodi Freeman (right) at a local Florence event

Shopping Local

Your
Feedback

We take your questions and ideas 
very seriously. Call us if you have a 
question for our staff, would like to 
sign up for our email newsletter, or 
would like to schedule a tour of our 
facilities. Civic, social, and church 
groups are welcome on tours!  

Fall Survey:  
What is your favorite Florence, 
Arizona tradition? Let us know! 
Email: info@florencecopper.com

Giving
Back

Follow us on YouTube and Google +

Florence Fudge Company 
Receives Grant for Expansion
Copper Basin YMCA & Future 
Forward Foundation Also Awarded Grants by Foundation

The Florence Copper Community Foundation announced three grant 
recipients from the local community at Florence Copper Inc.’s open 
house event the evening of August 12, 2014. The nonprofits awarded 
funding were the Florence Fudge Company, the Copper Basin YMCA and 
the Future Forward Foundation - all nonprofits that directly benefit the 
communities of Florence and unincorporated Pinal County. This was 
the second round of giving from the Community Foundation, which was 
established in 2013. 

The Florence Fudge Company, located 
at 440 N. Main St. in Florence, received 
$5,000 to renovate and expand 
the current business, which sells 
sandwiches, salads and fudge. This 
restaurant is a nonprofit governed by 
the Mosaic Church of the Nazarene in 
Florence, and all proceeds from the 

business fund the Loveworks Pregnancy Resource Center and Florence-
area schools and nonprofits.

The Copper Basin YMCA, located at 28300 N. Main St. in San Tan Valley, 
received $2,500 to help provide preschool, summer camps and teen 
activities to Florence and San Tan Valley families. 

The Future Forward Foundation received $2,500 to continue the 
“Repaint the Town” program that repaints the homes of low-income, 
veteran, elderly and handicapped Florence residents. The grant will 
cover the costs to repaint three Florence homes and continue the 
organization’s goals to re-beautify Florence. 

Florence Copper Inc. plans to continue funding the Foundation 
throughout the life of the Florence Copper project. The deadline for the 
next grant cycle is Dec. 31, 2014. Interested organizations can apply at 
www.florencecoppercommunityfoundation.org.

Bucks 4 Style Now on Main Street
Main Street has a new place for local shopping. Bucks 4 Style, a popular 
clothing consignment boutique has moved to 390 N. Main St. in 
Florence. This quaint shop carries name brand, gently used clothing, 
shoes, purses and accessories. They are currently welcoming new 
consigners, so you can also bring in clothing items to sell. All current 
fashions can be found at Bucks 4 Style, but they also specialize in 
Western wear. Owner Kim Ehlebracht says that opening this shop in 
Florence is a “dream come true” for her, and she’s grateful to meet so 
many wonderful people each day who stop by to shop, sell, or just take 
a peek at the latest Florence fashions.  For questions about Bucks 4 
Style or how consignment works, contact Kim at (520) 868-9700.

In the
Spotlight

Have you met Dodi Freeman, 
Florence Copper’s Senior 
Community Affairs Advisor? 
You usually can find her at 
our community office or at a 
local event. Dodi is a native 
of Florence and is always 
happy to sit with a resident 
who has questions about the 
project. Before joining the 
Florence Copper team, Dodi 
worked over 25 years at the 
Pinal County Federal Credit 
Union. She continues to be an actively involved in 
Florence through the Greater Florence Chamber 

of Commerce, the Florence 
Rotary Club, and serving as a 
board member for the Pinal 
County Federal Credit Union.

Stop by for a cup of coffee 
and chat with Dodi or another 
staff member anytime at our 
community office, located at 
130 N. Main Street, Florence. 
The Florence Copper 
community office is open to 
any resident or visitor seeking 

project or community information.  

We’re proud to have Dodi on the team!
The Florence Copper Community Office is open 
weekdays from  9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Call (520) 
868-8060 for more information.

Do you know a local resident who 
deserves to be in the spotlight? 
Email us at info@florencecopper.
com and tell us more.

CONTACT INFO
Community Office
130 N. Main Street
Florence, AZ 85132
Phone: (520) 868-8060 

Site Offices
1575 West Hunt Highway
Florence, AZ 85132
Phone: (520) 374-3984

info@florencecopper.com
www.florencecopper.com


