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When you drive out to see us at Florence 
Copper, you’ll notice that we’re directly 
across from an unusual site: Poston 

Butte. It’s distinct because of its “pyramid to the 
sun” on the top, and a large “F” on the side. 

Many folks ask us the story behind it.

It’s the story of Charles D. Poston, 
also known as the “Father of Arizona” 
because of the role he played in making 
Arizona a U.S. territory. Poston also 
had ties to early Arizona mining near 
Tubac at what was eventually named the 
Silver Queen Mine. At one point in his life, he 
travelled to India and became a Zoroastrian, thus 
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Copper Facts

Copper is one of the world’s most 
important metals because of its 
role in modern society.  Did you 
know about some of these uses 
of copper?

considering fire as a medium for spiritual insight. He 
soon built a pyramid-shaped fire temple on Poston 

Butte, calling it “Parsee Hill.” At the time, this 
was considered just outside of Florence. 

After Charles D. Poston died, he was 
buried in Phoenix, but was moved 23 
years after his death to bring him back 
to his beloved “Temple of the Sun” 
– now known as Poston Butte. He is 
entombed in the pyramid structure that 

we see on Hunt Highway today. It’s a 
short hike to the top, but be sure to bring 

plenty of water with you.

A Toyota Prius uses 
approx. 64 lbs. 
of copper per car.

The nickel actually 
contains more 
copper than the 
penny!

Great work, Town of Florence! 
The new “Historic Florence” 
flower boxes on Main Street 
look beautiful and distinct. 

www.florencecopper.com

Summer 2014

How do you like the new design? Many 
of you commented that you would 
like to see more local stories in our 
newsletter.  We took your suggestions 
to heart and included information about 
our local community and residents.  We 
hope you like it.
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Settlement with the Town of Florence

Florence Copper News

At the Town Council meeting on 
Monday June 2, 2014, the Florence 
Town Council voted unanimously 
(7-0) to settle its dispute with 
Florence Copper over the occupancy 
of its administrative buildings at 
the site of its future in-situ copper 
operation. The lawsuit was filed by 
Florence Copper in Pinal Superior 
Court (CV2012-010977) after the 
Town condemned its administrative 

offices and denied access to the site 
for over a month for alleged health 
and safety concerns. The Town, 
through its insurance carrier, will 
pay Florence Copper $100,000 for 
damages incurred by the company 
from the 30-day lockout.

Florence Copper is pleased to 
bring these legal proceedings to a 
close, and we’re looking forward to 

working cooperatively with the Town’s leadership and to develop a productive 
long-term relationship that contributes to the economic health and viability of 
the community.

Myth about the
Florence Copper Project The Truth

“The process at Florence Copper 
involves the injection of billions 
of gallons of sulfuric acid into the 
drinking water supply.”

Florence Copper is not injecting acid into the drinking water supply. We are injecting a solution that is 
99.5% water and 0.5% sulfuric acid deep into the bedrock where the copper oxide zone lays. The drinking 
water is protected by the in-situ process, basic principles of hydraulic control and gravity, natural geological 
conditions at the site, and monitoring and reporting requirements. Local drinking water will not be affected. 

“There has never been a mine on 
the Florence Copper property.”

There is a rich history of mining and mining permits on the Florence Copper property. The mineral 
deposit at Florence Copper was first identified in the late 1960s by ASARCO. Continental Oil Company 
(Conoco) later constructed two 700’ shafts and performed on-site mining testing. The property was 
acquired by Magma Copper Company in 1992, and they evaluated the site’s potential for in-situ copper 
recovery (ISCR). In 1996, Magma was acquired by BHP Copper who conducted a successful in-situ 
copper recovery pilot test similar to what Florence Copper plans to do. 

“There has never been an in-situ 
mine anywhere in the world that has 
successfully restored the aquifer to 
pre-mining conditions.”

All in-situ copper recovery projects are required to meet the water quality and related environmental 
standards set out in their permits. The operating permits for Florence Copper are designed to fully 
protect the aquifer. They require the groundwater to be restored to conditions set by the Arizona 
Department of Environmental Quality and the federal Environmental Protection Agency. 

“Dangerous fracking is happening at 
the Florence Copper project.”

Florence Copper is not a fracking project. The bedrock beneath the property is naturally 
fractured making it ideal for in-situ copper recovery without the use of force. It is one of the most 
environmentally responsible ways to recover the mineral.

“Most of the jobs at Florence 
Copper will just be for engineers. It 
won’t help the people of Florence.”

In full production, Florence Copper will create 170 direct jobs on site and 796 total jobs when 
considering direct and indirect employment opportunities. Some of these jobs require a college 
education (such as our engineers), but most do not. Our local hiring policy will recruit employees 
from Florence, San Tan Valley, Pinal County, and other areas of Arizona for a variety of positions 
including welders, electricians, shift supervisors, IT advisors, maintenance personnel, security guards, 
accountants, administrative assistants, and safety coordinators. The facility will operate for 20-25 years.

“The Florence Town Council 
members who are opposed to this 
project represent the sentiment of 
the majority of residents in the area.”

Polling shows that most people favor the project. Others know little about it. Some are confused by 
misinformation surrounding the project.

“Many moved to the Anthem area of 
Florence not knowing that there was 
a copper recovery facility nearby.  It 
was not in the public report.”

Every homeowner who has purchased a home in the Anthem and Florence areas has received a public 
report showing that a mining operation was in the area. In fact, there are numerous businesses in the 
area that are required to obtain one or more environmental permits to operate.

“Myths” & the Facts
Educating residents about the facts of the Florence Copper project is our priority. Here are a few common myths about the project, and 
the truth about what will happen during both the Production Test Facility and full production. 

Did you know? 
The Florence Copper project is projected 
to generate $3.3 Billion in Economic 
Activity for the State of Arizona.

Read what others are saying about Florence Copper! www.goldwaterinstitute.org/blog/wild-west-wild-property-grab 



Local
Events

Greater Florence Chamber’s 
Casino Night
Is lady luck on your side this 
summer? If so, you’ll want to head 
down to the Florence Chamber’s 
14th Annual Casino night on the 
evening of July 26th at the Holiday Inn 
Express. Tickets are $50 and include 
food and $250 in playing chips. This 
is a fun night when all of Florence’s 
finest come out to play! Tickets are 
limited, so reserve yours soon by 
calling the chamber at 520-868-9433. 
Florence Copper is proud to be a 
sponsor of this fun tradition.

Congratulations to the San Tan Valley Chamber of Commerce!
Florence Copper is happy to give a hearty CONGRATULATIONS to our fellow 
members at the San Tan Valley Chamber of Commerce. Previously, San Tan Valley 
had two chambers: the Greater San Tan Chamber of Commerce and the San Tan 
Valley Chamber of Commerce. The leaders of both groups decided it was best for 
the community to come together as one united chamber, and members recently 
voted to call it the San Tan Valley Chamber of Commerce. We look forward 
to events like the San Tan Valley Round Up on October 11th at The Terrace in 
Johnson Ranch where the community will come together to celebrate San Tan 
Valley. Contact them for details about early bird tickets by calling 480-788-7516.

First Thursdays with the Greater 
Florence Chamber of Commerce
The first Thursday of every month is fun in 

Florence! Local business owners and community residents are invited to 
“First Thursdays” at McFarland Park. Participants enjoy refreshments, music 
& entertainment, prizes, and great networking. The next mixer is August 7th 
from 4:30 to 6:30 PM at the Florence Copper Community Office, 130 N. Main 
Street. Florence Copper is a proud member of the Greater Florence Chamber of 
Commerce where “Together We Grow Business and Support Our Community.” 

More info about this great event is available at www.FlorenceAZChamber.com.
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Getting Technical
What is In-Situ Copper Recovery (ISCR)?

In-situ copper recovery is a safe 
way of extracting copper from the 
ground. A low pH solution, similar 
in strength to household vinegar, is 
pumped through injection wells and 
into the fractured copper-bearing 
rock underground. The solution 
extracts the copper and is then 
pumped back to the surface through 
four surrounding recovery wells.

The Production Test Facility (PTF) at 
Florence Copper is designed to prove 
that in-situ recovery can be done 
safely and reliably. Environmental 
and water quality monitoring will be 
on-going throughout the operation. 

Florence Copper will drill and operate 
24 wells at the PTF, including four 
injection wells and nine recovery 
wells. Four geochemical sampling 
wells and seven observation wells will 

also be used to verify 
that the solution 
is being recovered 
and groundwater 
is unaffected and 
safe. It will operate 
for one year, and 
may be extended 
for a second 
year. Operations 
include 24-hour 
site monitoring, 

sampling, and reporting to the ADEQ 
and EPA. Commercial operating 
permits will only be issued if the 
facility is proven to operate safely.

Replacement of Well at 
Florence Copper
Two months ago, Florence Copper 
replaced a Point of Compliance 
(POC) well due to an issue with a 
seal. These wells act as a security 
perimeter to ensure that no mining 
solutions leave the bedrock site. 
Our hydrologists and engineers 
determined that it was the best time 
to replace this particular well and 
construct a new one of the same 
design. Quarterly monitoring and 
reporting to ADEQ and EPA through 
these POC wells continues as it has 
for the past 16 years.

In the
Spotlight

All Aboard the       
Desert Express! 

Florence Copper Staff – Chris Ehlebracht
Meet Chris Ehlebracht, Florence Copper’s Site Maintenance & 
Environmental Technician. Chris and his family are long-time 
residents of Florence and big fans of the Florence High School 
Gophers! In addition to general maintenance responsibilities 
at the Florence Copper main site and Community Office, Chris 
handles “well checks” as part of our continual monitoring of 

groundwater conditions. His extensive experience in the construction industry and his 
strong work ethic make him an important part of the Florence Copper team.

Will You Join Us at Our 
Open House?
On August 12th from 4 PM to 6 PM, 
Florence Copper is holding an Open 
House event at our Community Office, 
130 N. Main St. in Florence. Will you 
stop by? Light refreshments will be 
provided, but more importantly, we 
will be answering questions from the 
community about the Florence Copper 
project. This night is your opportunity 
to learn more, meet the staff, and sign 
up for a tour. Call 520-374-3984 to 
learn more about the event.

Do you belong to a local civic group or other organization that is looking for a 
place to hold meetings? The Florence Copper Community office on Main Street is 
available for groups who reserve the space. Call 520-868-8060 and ask for Dodi 
Freeman our Senior Community Affairs Advisor to check the availability. We can 
hold up to groups of 50 comfortably for meetings.

Polarfest! Florence Copper is a fan of 
Desert Express, and we’re proud to 
say they are also looking forward to 
the day when Florence Copper starts 
its Production Test Facility.  

To book a party or event that 
includes the Desert Express call 
602-888-3719. A more detailed 
description of the party packages is 
online, www.desertexpresstrain.biz. 

Lots of Florence and Pinal County 
kids have taken a ride on the 
Desert Express! Nick & Katerina 
Myers are local train conductors 
for Florence, San Tan Valley, and 
beyond. These engineers run a 
trackless train that is available for 
kids’ parties and events throughout 
Pinal County. You may have seen 
them at local events including the 
Spring Festival for Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary Church 
in Florence and San Tan Valley’s 

Do you know a local resident who 
deserves to be in the spotlight? 
Email us at info@florencecopper.
com and tell us more.

Florence Copper employees Dodi Freeman and Greg 
Philips had a wonderful time at the parade for the 
Caliente community in Florence this past March.



Shopping Local
COPPER JEWELRY IN FLORENCE
Sure, copper has a lot of uses in our modern world. 
But did you know that copper has been used as 
jewelry since about 2500 BC when the Egyptians 
used copper for headdresses? Local resident Paige 
Standage, also known as the “Copper State Cowgirl” makes beautiful 
western-inspired pieces, many of which are made with copper.  Copper State 
Cowgirl offers one-of-a-kind pieces with rustic character. Just what you’d 
expect in the Copper State!  Someday soon, Paige may be using copper that’s 
“Made in Florence” right here from Florence Copper.

Read more about her inspiration from living in historic Florence at www.
copperstatecowgirl.com.

Future JobsPROJECT JOB 
GROWTH IN FLORENCE
We have over 1,400 resumes on 
file from talented, hard-working 
residents who want to work for 
Florence Copper. We thank you for 
your patience. As you may know, 
we are waiting for one final permit 
from the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) called an Underground 
Injection Control permit, which 
will allow us to start a small-scale 
Production Test Facility (PTF) here in 
Florence. The PTF will create 
about 25-30 jobs for the 
area requiring a variety of 
backgrounds. 

Once in full production, 
we will be hiring for 
approximately 125-150 
additional full-time positions 
on site. 

After a draft of the UIC 
permit is issued, there will 

be a review period that will require 
public comment. We appreciate 
your support during this time.  To 
stay current on the status of the 
project so you can voice your opinion 
about the Florence Copper project 
at that time, sign up for our updates 
by visiting www.florencecopper.
com. Again, we thank you for your 
continued interest, and we hope to 
start the hiring process soon.

Your Feedback
We take your questions and ideas 
very seriously. Call us if you have a 
question for our staff, would like to 
sign up for our email newsletter, or 
would like to schedule a tour of our 
facilities. Civic, social, and church 
groups are welcome on tours!  

Giving Back
OUR FIRST FOUNDATION RECIPIENTS
Florence Copper Community Foundation, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit dedicated to 
helping improve local communities by awarding funds to local charitable groups 
and organizations, recently announced the first three organizations to receive its 
inaugural grants.

The Foundation Board of Directors reviewed proposals 
from a pool of applicants who submitted qualified 
grant requests by the December 31, 2013 deadline. 
The selection criteria used by the Board allowed for 
unbiased and fair treatment of each application. Final 
selection was based on several factors that brought 
substantial benefits to the local communities across a 
broad and diverse population.

The Foundation Board was pleased to see the high 
quality of the organizations that applied for grants. It is 
clear that these groups care deeply for the community and its people.

The recipient organizations are as follows:

Hoofbeats with Heart – Located in San Tan Valley, this equine therapy group 
is a 501(c)(3) charity whose passion is improving the lives of the physically and 
mentally challenged, anchoring at-risk youth, and giving grief a voice through 
the fellowship between humans and horses.

Loveworks Pregnancy Resource Center (Diaper Pantry Program) – This is an 
outreach ministry of the Mosaic Nazarene Church located in the Anthem community 

of Florence and is a 501(c)(3) group. The program will 
work with local agencies to provide clean diapers to the 
poor, underserved, and working poor in our area.

Reforest Florence – This project is an initiative by The 
Future Forward Foundation, a 501(c)(3) organization, 
to grow and plant 325 new trees around the Florence 
core area. Trees have a positive benefit on economic 
development, increasing property value, and 
contributing to the charm and beauty of the town.

Information on the Florence Copper Community 
Foundation and the application process can be found 

at www.florencecoppercommunityfoundation.org. 

HONORING FLORENCE’S TOP KIDS: 
2014 FLORENCE COPPER INC. SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
Florence Copper Inc. was pleased 
to honor four top high school 
seniors from the Florence Unified 
School District this past month by 
presenting each of them with college 
scholarships for $2,000 and iPads 
to use throughout their academic 
careers. In all, $8,000 in scholarship 
monies was awarded for 2014 to local 
Florence and San Tan Valley students.

2014 marked the 4th consecutive year 
of the Florence Copper scholarship 
program. To date, this program 
has provided over $60,000 to high 

achieving students going on to 
Arizona colleges. 

Ariel Grantham and Cherie Warren, 
both of Florence High School, were 
presented with the scholarships 
and iPads at their school’s awards 
program on May 13, 2014.  
Grantham plans on attending the 
University of Arizona to pursue 
her degree in veterinary sciences.  
Warren, inspired by her experience 
with the Future Teachers Academy, 
is planning to pursue a degree in 
education.

Stephfon Hayden and 
Jenna Phalouka, both 
of Poston Butte High 
School, were presented 
with the scholarships and 
iPads at their school’s 
awards program on 
May 22, 2014. Hayden 
is interested in a career 
in IMS Engineering and 
intends to study at Arizona State University. Phalouka, who was very active with 
the National Honor Society, is planning on pursuing her degree at the Fashion 
Institute of Design & Merchandising.  Congratulations to these great kids!

Call 520-374-3984 or email info@
florencecopper.com. Our staff is 
happy to help you. 

Summer Survey:  What is your top 
question for Florence Copper? Let us 
know! Email: info@florencecopper.com

Follow us on YouTube and Google +

The Florence Copper Community Foundation is funded by Curis Resources, but it is a 501(c)(3) 
that is separate from the company’s scholarship and sponsorship programs. The Foundation 
is currently in its second giving cycle that awards grants to local nonprofits focusing 
on Education, the Environment, Community & Economic Development, Health & 
Wellness, and Cultural Heritage & the Arts.  If you are part of a nonprofit that could 
use funding, visit www.FlorenceCopperCommunityFoundation.org to apply, or contact 
Rebecca Rios, Foundation President, at 520-374-3755.


